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Art Unit: 3692 

DETAILED ACTION 

1 Claims 1-4, 6-8, 10-24 has been cancelled and claims 5, 9 25-28 remained pending. 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming 
the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 25, 27, 27, rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

In particular, Claims 25, 27, 28, states " first and second registered commodity data 
storing units, each storing at least information identifying commodities associated with 
registering transaction partners, commodity prices, and information relating to public 
disclosure indicating whether other transaction partners are allowed access to the 
commodity prices and a unit searching for a first commodity identified by the information 
stored in said first registered commodity data storing unit as publicly disclosed and 
identified by the information stored in the second registered commodity data storing 
unit(see column 13 lines 54-67 and column 14-20 lines 1-65 and see column 2 lines 11-25 
and column 8 lines 1 1-57). and reading price change conditions including the information 
identifying a second commodity transacted with the first commodity, which are registered 
for another transaction partner;" first it is unclear as to what is storing at" least 
information" identifying commodities, and further they are two data storage units 
storing the same information, where is the data coming from??? and why store the 
same data in two units if there is no comparison being done on the two units??, it is 
unclear how one would identify information stored in the second storage unit reading 
price changes without using a search key to identify what one is searching for and 
comparing the data in the data in the two storage units ...". For further examination, the 
examiner interprets the limitation in light of this 112, second rejection. 

In particular, Claims 25, 27, 28, states " judging both the first and second commodities 
as tradable candidates, if the information identifying the second commodity is stored in the 
first registered commodity data storing unit as publicly disclosed or public disclosed, by 
referring to the information of the second commodity registered in association with the first 
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commodity from the second registered commodity data storing unit M it is unclear as to what 
is judging both the first and second commodities as tradable candidates, . . .". For further 
examination, the examiner interprets the limitation in light of this 112, second rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 5, 9 25-28, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
McClellan McClellan U.S Patent 3, 823, 387. 

As per claims 25, 5, 9, McClellan discloses an electronic commerce system aiding in 
purchase and sale of commodities, comprising: 

first and second registered commodity data storing units, each storing at least information 
identifying commodities associated with registering transaction partners, commodity prices, 
and information relating to public disclosure indicating whether other transaction partners 
are allowed access to the commodity prices(see column 8 lines 8-60 and column 3 lines 
14-47 and column 4 lines 36-67 and column and column 7 lines 30-35) 
a unit searching for a first commodity identified by the information stored in said first 
registered commodity data storing unit as publicly disclosed and identified by the 
information stored in the second registered commodity data storing unit (see column 8 lines 
8-60 and column 3 lines 14-47 and column 4 lines 36-67 and column and column 7 lines 
30-35) and reading price change conditions including the information identifying a second 
commodity transacted with the first commodity, which are registered for another transaction 
partner (see column 8 lines 8-60 and column 3 lines 14-47 and column 4 lines 36-67 and 
column and column 7 lines 30-35) 

and a sale and purchase situation judgment unit judging both the first commodity and the 
second commodity as tradable candidates, if the information identifying the second 
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commodity is stored in the first registered commodity data storing unit as publicly disclosed 
or publicly disclosed by referring to the information of the second commodity registered in 
association with the first commodity in the second registered commodity data storing unit. 
(Note abstract and see column 8 lines 8-60 and column 3 lines 14-47 and column 4 lines 
36-67 and column and column 7 lines 30-35). 

As per claim 26, McClellan discloses further comprising outputting transaction 
completion information of the first and second commodities when a first price of the first 
commodity stored in the first registered commodity data storing unit matches a changed 
price obtained based on a change condition of a second price for the first commodity 
registered in the second registered commodity data storing unit, and a third price for the 
second commodity stored in the first registered commodity data storing unit matches a 
fourth price for the second commodity registered in the second registered commodity data 
storing unit. (Note abstract and see column 8 lines 8-60 and column 3 lines 14-47 and 
column 4 lines 36-67 and column and column 7 lines 30-35). 

As per claim 27, McClellan discloses a computer-readable storage medium storing a * 
program for aiding in purchase and sale of commodities that when executed causes a 
computer to perform a process comprising: 

storing in a first registered commodity data storing unit at least information identifying a first 
set of commodities, commodity prices, and information relating to public disclosure, 
indicating whether other transaction partners are allowed access to the commodity prices, 
in association with a first transaction partner for each commodity handled by the first 
transaction partner (see column 8 lines 8-60 and column 3 lines 14-47 and column 4 lines 
36-67 and column and column 7 lines 30-35) 

searching for a first commodity identified by the information stored in the first registered 
commodity data storing unit as publicly disclosed that corresponds to the information 
identifying the first commodity from a second registered commodity data storing unit storing 
the information identifying a second set of commodities, a commodity price, and price 
change conditions including the information of a second commodity transacted with the first 
commodity, which are registered for a second transaction partner and (see column 8 lines 
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8-60 and column 3 lines 14-47 and column 4 lines 36-67 and column and column 7 lines 
30-35) 

judging both the first and second commodities as tradable candidates, if the information 
identifying the second commodity is stored in the first registered commodity data storing 
unit as publicly disclosed or public disclosed, by referring to the information of the second 
commodity registered in association with the first commodity from the second registered 
commodity data storing unit, (see column 8 lines 8-60 and column 3 lines 14-47 and 
column 4 lines 36-67 and column and column 7 lines 30-35). 

As per claims 28, McClellan discloses an electronic commerce method aiding in 
purchase and sale of commodities, comprising: 

storing as first registered commodity data for a first transaction partner, at least information 
identifying a first set of commodities and for each commodity in the first set, a commodity 
price and information relating to public disclosure, indicating whether access by other 
transaction partners is allowed (see column 8 lines 8-60 and column 3 lines 14-47 and 
column 4 lines 36-67 and column and column 7 lines 30-35) 

searching for the information identifying a first commodity included in the first registered 
commodity data as publicly disclosed that matches the information identifying the first 
commodity in second registered commodity data containing information identifying a 
second set of commodities handled by other transaction partners and, for each commodity 
in the second set, the commodity price and price change conditions (see column 8 lines 8- 
60 and column 3 lines 14-47 and column 4 lines 36-67 and column and column 7 lines 30- 
35) 

including information identifying a second commodity transacted with the first commodity; 
and judging both the first and second commodities as tradable candidates, if the 
information identifying the second commodity is stored in the first registered commodity 
data as publicly disclosed or publicly nondisclosed, by referring to the information 
identifying the second commodity registered in association with the first commodity in the 
second registered commodity data. (Note abstract and see column 8 lines 8-60 and column 
3 lines 14-47 and column 4 lines 36-67 and column and column 7 lines 30-35). 

Conclusion 
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Response to Arguments 



5. Applicant's arguments files on 1 1/30/06 have been fully considered but they 
are moot in view of new grounds of rejections. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Clement B Graham whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6795. The examiner can normally be reached on lam to 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 

supervisor, Hyung S. Sough can be reached on 703-308-0505. The fax phone numbers for 

the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-305-0040 for 

regular communications and 703-305-0040 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 

should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305-3900. 

CG 

January 16, 2007 




FRANTZY POINVIL 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



